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An Open Repository for All

● The depositar – How does it work?
● A bottom-up data repository: Process and tools
● Discussion

● A continuation of a presentation at Open Repositories 2021
– Experience in Moving Toward An Open Repository For All

by Tyng-Ruey Chuang, Cheng-Jen Lee, Chia-Hsun Wang, and 

Yu-Huang Wang
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A Sample Dataset

https://data.depositar.io/en/dataset/coral-reef-sesoko 

A tour of the dataset

● Long description of the dataset and the project

● Data and (external) resources

● Tags and Wikidata keywords

● Basic information
● Spatio-temporal information
● Management information

● License
● Citation snippet 
● Data endpoints

● JSON-API
● RDF serializations

https://data.depositar.io/en/dataset/coral-reef-sesoko
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Data availability

The audio dataset used in 
preparing this paper are 
available from the corresponding 
authors on reasonable request. 
A dataset of the LTS is available 
on depositar 
(https://data.depositar.io/en/data
set/coral-reef-sesoko).
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Data Discovery via Google Dataset Search

https://datasetsearch.research.google.com/search?query=Coral Reef Soundscapes

https://datasetsearch.research.google.com/search?query=Coral%20Reef%20Soundscapes
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A bottom-up data repository
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The road to depositar

● Developed to facilitate data sharing for two “integral” 
research projects funded by the Ministry of Science and 
Technology (MOST), Taiwan
– 2013 – 2015 and 2016 – 2019 
– Presented at Open Repositories 2015: Building Research Data 

Repositories for the Humanities and Area Studies with CKAN (and 
Some Extensions) – Chuang, Lee, Syu, and Yeh

● Open to the public for general use in Oct 2018
– Launched at the Pacific Neighborhood Consortium 2018 Annual 

Conference (co-located with Digital Heritage 2018), San 
Francisco, CA, USA

– Change of role: data publisher for some  →  data depository for all
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Organic bottom-up growth

● Uptake by NPOs (non-profit organizations) since 2019 
– e.g. from the groups monitoring ecological impacts resulted 

from governmental construction works 

● New grant from MOST with some focus on Research 
Data Management (2019 – 2022)
– interacting with other project teams working on 

Sustainability Research and on Long-Term Social and 
Ecological Research (i.e. “LTSER” stations)

● Some use by researchers at Academia Sinica, Taiwan
– as well as others in Taiwan and from abroad 

● Terms of Use and Privacy Policy, July 2021
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Translation of the RDM Guide
from Science Europe

Workshops co-organized by NGOs on 
Research Data Managment (RDM)
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● CKAN from OKFN: open source and in Python
– repurposed and customized for research datasets 
– enriched metadata & connected to more resources

● Added features
– Wikidata (2017)
– Citation Widget (2018) 
– RDF Serialization (2020) 
– Archival Resource Key (2022 Q2)
– BinderHub Integration (2022 Q2) 

Building on top of CKAN 
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Discussion

● Paths to sustainability
– Tools (keep no data)  → 

Systems (keep our data)  → 

Services (keep other people’s data)
– Persistent services and/or persistent datasets? 

● Collaborations among diverse data communities
● Pooling resources together
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Thank You!

https://data.depositar.io/

data.contact@depositar.io

The depositar is a collaboration at the Institute of Information Science, the Research Center for 
Information Technology Innovation, and the Research Center for Humanities and Social 

Sciences (GIS Center) in Academia Sinica, Taiwan. The project has been supported, in part, by 
grants from Taiwan’s Ministry of Science and Technology.

「研究資料寄存所」是中央研究院資訊科學研究所、資訊科技創新研究中心、人文社會科學研究中心（地理資訊科學研究專題中心）的協作專案，部份經費來自台灣科技部的專題研究計畫。

https://data.depositar.io/
mailto:data.contact@depositar.io
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