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Author information
Nature 473, 285(2011) ‘ Cite this article

430 Accesses | 43 C(itations | 37 Altmetric ‘ Metrics

Ethics declarations
Rights and permissions
About this article

We have found that ongoing financial investment in data-archiving Further reading

infrastructure yields an impressive scientific return, and believe that it Comments
should be whole-heartedly supported by research funding agencies (see,

for example, http://go.nature.com/nzftf3).

We used Dryad (see http://datadryad.org), an international, open, cost-

effective datarepository for the biological sciences, to estimate the cost

of archiving data from more than 10,000 publications. We found that

these could be curated and the data preserved at an annual cost of about

US$400,000. .
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Abstract

Pageviews 4208

Keywords data sharing, research funding, data archives, return on investment, data reuse

Funding agencies are reluctant to support data archiving, even though large research funders
such as the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the National Institutes of Health
acknowledge its importance for scientific progress. Our quantitative estimates of data reuse
indicate that ongoing financial investment in data-archiving infrastructure provides a high

scientific return.
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{ DataCite

n T 0 FIND, ACCESS, AND REUSE DATA
@context": "http://schema.org",

"@type": "Dataset” “license™:
" @id": "https://doi.org/10.5061/dryad.j1fd7", 1h(‘;"clps://creatlvecommons.org/publlcdomaln/zero/

"identifier": {
"@type": "PropertyValue",
"propertylD": "DOI", N

" vl _ : . " "inLanguage": "en",
} value": "https://doi.org/10.5061/dryad.j1fd7 "contentSize": "2590611 bytes",

llurlu_ "datePUbliShed": "2011",

"http://datadryad.org/stash/dataset/doi:10.5061/dryad.j1fd7", ?i)sr;:se:;:)r:\f- { dc.relation.isreferencedby

‘additionalType”: "dataset’, . ) "@id": "https://doi.org/10.1038/473285a",
name": "Data from: Data archiving is a good investment", " .o e
@type": "ScholarlyArticle

"author": [ dc.title J

{
n m n, n A 3 n (, ()" b‘l () ‘7“ I") }' H
"gia\]/e:N.a .H.:'?.tPHe;at.hZI:NO\I/'var ¢ c.contributor.author "publisher": { dc.relatlon.haspart

"familyName": "Piwowar", @type": "Organization”,

1] II:IID dll . . .
"@type": "Person" | name:: “ryd - domain description ex.
b ’

"orovider": { dwc:scientificName

"@type": "Organization",
"name": "DataCite"

"version": "1",

"keywords": "research funding, Data reuse, ...",

- package/file relation:

"description": "Funding agencies are reluctant to support data
archiving, ...provides a high scientific return.",

- http://hdl.handle.net/10255/dryad.33537 }}
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